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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Bhailte Slachtmhara SuperValu 2025. Go raibh maith agaibh as bhur iarratas a chur isteach. 
Maith sibh don obair atá déanta agaibh in bhur cheantar go dtí seo - guímid gach rath oraibh i bhur dtionscadail 
amach anseo.  Ádh mór.Thank you for your application form, map, and plans. A committee of 12, with associated 
subcommittees, is excellent for a community of Monaghan's size. The subcommittees are a wonderful way for 
individuals to get involved in areas of interest or expertise. The spirit of volunteerism is very much alive in 
Monaghan, and your work is supported by a network of other organisations (47!) in the community, including groups 
such as the Monaghan Harps GAA Club, Men's Shed, and Men's Migrant Group. Congratulations to the Men's 
Migrant Group on receiving the Volunteer Group of the Year award. Another stand-out project is the Women's 
Safety Audit. You have also successfully utilised the expertise of other organisations to develop meaningful projects 
that will improve the quality of life of everyone in the community. Your awards night is an excellent way to honour 
everyone involved and everything that your volunteers have achieved.
Your outdoor committee meetings are innovative and should help keep the meetings efficient. You work very 
proactively with the county council and utilise the full range of their expertise. The adjudicator admired your 
involvement with other Tidy Towns groups and the support that you give to the Monaghan Tidy Towns network. 
Peer learning is a significant opportunity for all Tidy Towns groups, as it provides access to a wealth of knowledge, 
expertise, and practical experience. The adjudicator acknowledges your sustained effort to reach out and include 
the most vulnerable in your work; it was heartening to read about your involvement with Special Needs Active 
Parents.
What a great website and Facebook/Instagram page! You have kept your website up to date and provided valuable 
insight into the breadth of all your work. Have you considered including some information about the Sustainable 
Development Goals on your website?
Your junior Tidy Towns work is inspiring. The ECO camps are a fun way to engage children in biodiversity. Have 
you considered incorporating activities that highlight the Sustainable Development Goals?
It is undoubtedly evident that your mission, "to make Monaghan Town a better place to live, work and visit while 
promoting and protecting the environment and our urban biodiversity", is being successfully implemented across all 
of your work.

53

Monaghan boasts a diverse streetscape that is home to numerous architectural gems. The Streetscape videos on 
your website are a fabulous way to share the history and stories of the town. Have you considered placing QR 
codes in locations around town so people can watch the videos on-site? The videos that you have made to date 
have focused on monuments and larger houses. Have you considered including some videos that focus on more 
vernacular architecture? You have engaged in Monaghan County Council's Re-imagining Monaghan consultation to 
focus on the redevelopment of the St. Louis Convent. Once these plans come to fruition, this adjudicator hopes that 
they will incorporate as many energy-saving and sustainable features as possible. The impact of the paint scheme 
on Market Street and Park Street was evident. Diamond and Church Square looked very good on adjudication. Your 
painting on the Northern Standard ironwork demonstrates the enormous attention to detail that you put into your 
streetscapes and public places.
St Macartan's Cathedral renovation is progressing well. Are you planning to work on providing a peregrine falcon 
nesting site in the spire as part of your Biodiversity Action Plan? The green area around the cathedral looked good. 
Have you considered including low areas here?
Your murals and electrical boxes are simply fabulous. Well done to the talented artist. The adjudicator particularly 
liked the hares by the Market House and the goldfinches on Hospital Hill. Are you planning to paint the remaining 
electrical boxes in the same way? You could use them to create a nature trail or a children's activity sheet around 
the town.
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focus on the redevelopment of the St. Louis Convent. Once these plans come to fruition, this adjudicator hopes that 
they will incorporate as many energy-saving and sustainable features as possible. The impact of the paint scheme 
on Market Street and Park Street was evident. Diamond and Church Square looked very good on adjudication. Your 
painting on the Northern Standard ironwork demonstrates the enormous attention to detail that you put into your 
streetscapes and public places.
St Macartan's Cathedral renovation is progressing well. Are you planning to work on providing a peregrine falcon 
nesting site in the spire as part of your Biodiversity Action Plan? The green area around the cathedral looked good. 
Have you considered including low areas here?
Your murals and electrical boxes are simply fabulous. Well done to the talented artist. The adjudicator particularly 
liked the hares by the Market House and the goldfinches on Hospital Hill. Are you planning to paint the remaining 
electrical boxes in the same way? You could use them to create a nature trail or a children's activity sheet around 
the town.

You have successfully blended your landscaping with biodiversity. You have focused on planting for all-around 
colour and biodiversity value. Your spring planting is very impressive. You could include a couple of photos of it in 
next year's adjudication.
The adjudicator very much enjoyed the Ulster Canal Park. What an excellent green space that allows biodiversity to 
flourish so close to the centre of Monaghan. It was lovely to see benches that allowed people to stop, rest, and 
enjoy the view. The beds at the Dunnes Stores junction looked well-established. It must be a challenging spot to 
maintain on such a busy junction.
The SAGE Garden is a gem! It's good to see that the laurel has been removed and that you've replaced it with 
willow. The adjudicator appreciated the path through the mini woodland. What an excellent site to come and visit 
and learn about biodiversity gardening. You could encourage people to add some gardening books to your mini 
library.
Your strategy of planting more mature trees works very well. You have grown a lot of fruit trees over the last few 
years. Have you considered hosting a workshop that focuses on pruning and fruit tree management, so you can 
maximise the amount of fruit produced and ensure that trees stay healthy?
The Mullaghmatt community garden was another highlight. Is the Tidy Towns group involved in running it? The 
yellow rose growing on the fence was huge! The bog garden was a riot of colour and texture, what an enchanting 
special spot.

In the adjudicator's opinion, a key feature of Monaghan Town is the fantastic progress that has been made in 
making Monaghan a biodiversity hotspot. Your Bee Team should be commended for this programme. A tally of 19 
events in 2024 is impressive. Your bee walkers are very committed citizen scientists. Have you considered 
promoting the Flower-Insect Timed Count to those who are not experts in bumblebee identification? It could be a 
good way to engage with residential estates. You  have approached this category  with an impressive amount of 
creativity, which was  very much appreciated  by this adjudicator. The  winner of your  ‘celebrate the  dandelion’  
competition was  excellent and  we  could all  doing with respecting the  Dandelion. Well  done  for taking such a 
proactive  attitude towards  managing  invasive species. For  future  projects, you should include awareness raising 
activates   some people   become  familiar with invasive species and how they can  stop their spread. Wow the 
outdoor classroom is a fantastic initiative and the adjudicator  is looking  forward to an update on how it will be used 
next year
Your inaugural Monaghan Mushroom Festival sounds like a fantastic way to celebrate all things mushroom. They 
are frequently overlooked but play a vital role in our ecosystem. Hug a Tree Day celebrates the critical connection 
between nature, biodiversity, and well-being. 
The biodiversity meadow and community seed bank will be an interesting project. It is good to read about the 
support that you have received from the County  Biodiversity Office. Have you considered setting up this initiative as 
a social enterprise? it could be used to generate an income for the Tidy Towns group. the bog garden was a 
highlight  for the adjudicator what a lovely place to stop and enjoy nature. Have  you done any citizen science 
surveys in the garden.

Your Litter in Monaghan 24/25 infographic is an inspiring depiction of the mammoth effort that the community has 
put into managing litter. Your strategy is very successful. The adjudicator visited early on a Sunday morning, and 
there was no litter in the town centre. The only place where litter was found was in Canal Park, which appeared to 
have been freshly dropped. This is reflected in your success with IBAL. There were some bins with vape tags stuck 
to them. This should be monitored in case it becomes a bigger issue.
You have put a lot of effort into ensuring the health and safety of your volunteers when they are litter picking. You 
have given them resources in case they encounter a situation they are not comfortable with. The litter surveys 
demonstrate that you have a forward-thinking attitude and are addressing litter blackspots before they have a 
chance to develop.
Some parts of the fence could do with repainting along the Oriel Way; perhaps your fence painting scheme has not 
extended into this area yet. By the entryway to the lake, there was a small fenced-off area. The fence looked a little 
tired and should be repainted.
The Shore to Blackwater project highlights how closely we are all connected to water and how we all need to do 
more to protect it. Could you highlight the 'dirty dozen' of what can't be flushed on your social media? Some of the 
signage around the lake was looking tired and would benefit from an upgrade.

Your new circular economy plan is a triumph! Full of achievable actions that will bring people together and promote 
sustainable living. Have you ever considered developing events that encourage 'active travel'? You could organise a 
community walk around the greenway during Heritage Week or National Biodiversity Week. The adjudicator very 
much admired your work in organising fast fashion workshops. The fashion industry is highly resource-intensive and 
has a profoundly negative impact on the environment. Have you shared any images of the outfits designed in the 
Relove Fashion workshop? It might encourage others to repurpose their wardrobe instead of sending clothes to 
landfills. The clothing drive and gear swap demonstrate why Monaghan Harps is a green club. Another possibility 
would be to organise a bike repair workshop aimed at teenagers and young people. 
Local businesses have adopted sustainability practices and should be commended for their efforts. Have you 
considered setting up a sustainable energy community in Monaghan? This programme is administered by the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). It examines how energy is utilised across the community, business, 
and residential sectors. It then identifies opportunities for using renewable energy in the community.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



put into managing litter. Your strategy is very successful. The adjudicator visited early on a Sunday morning, and 
there was no litter in the town centre. The only place where litter was found was in Canal Park, which appeared to 
have been freshly dropped. This is reflected in your success with IBAL. There were some bins with vape tags stuck 
to them. This should be monitored in case it becomes a bigger issue.
You have put a lot of effort into ensuring the health and safety of your volunteers when they are litter picking. You 
have given them resources in case they encounter a situation they are not comfortable with. The litter surveys 
demonstrate that you have a forward-thinking attitude and are addressing litter blackspots before they have a 
chance to develop.
Some parts of the fence could do with repainting along the Oriel Way; perhaps your fence painting scheme has not 
extended into this area yet. By the entryway to the lake, there was a small fenced-off area. The fence looked a little 
tired and should be repainted.
The Shore to Blackwater project highlights how closely we are all connected to water and how we all need to do 
more to protect it. Could you highlight the 'dirty dozen' of what can't be flushed on your social media? Some of the 
signage around the lake was looking tired and would benefit from an upgrade.

Your Pocket Forest Climate Action Project is an excellent collaborative project that effectively utilises green spaces 
by planting mini forests, which will become biodiversity havens, sequester carbon, and enhance the aesthetic 
appeal of the areas. Do you plan to involve residents in their maintenance?
The rain garden at Killycoogan demonstrated that protecting water quality through the establishment of a rain 
garden cannot only enhance water quality but also create an aesthetically pleasing landscape. Do you have any 
plans to expand this initiative to appropriate sites? Your resident groups have worked to improve their estates and 
make them havens for biodiversity. Your annual Green Estate award is a great way to highlight the good work that is 
being done, and let's not forget the townhouses with the Kerb Appeal award. The Woodlands housing estate has 
had a focus on hedgehogs. Remember, hedgehogs need a connected habitat so they can travel safely. Consider 
leaving small gaps between fences and hedges in adjacent gardens.

The establishment and maintenance of the pictorial meadows on the approaches are a delight. They give the sense 
that you are about to arrive somewhere special indeed. With your pollinator monitoring, it would be interesting to see 
if you notice an increase in pollinators over time. The proposed development of the Dublin Street North 
Regeneration project is expected to have a significant impact on Monaghan, and the adjudicator looks forward to 
following its progress. One of the parking spaces for people with disabilities in the car park near the lake was quite 
faded. You can request that it be repainted and check the condition of others in town. The bog oak sculpture at the 
Scotstown junction is a lovely feature. Have you considered adding some low-growing plants to this junction?

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your two maps for navigating around the town were handy; however, your application form referenced a grid system 
that was not on the provided map. Your focus on biodiversity complements your emphasis on social inclusion. Your 
efforts to include everyone in your work are very inspiring. The adjudicator thoroughly enjoyed their visit to 
Monaghan and was very impressed by the county museum, which provided valuable insight into the county's 
history. Congratulations on your architectural award!


